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Christian sacred heritage of the middle east 
Understanding the context  
 
•What comes to mind when one you say christians in the middle east? 
• Persecuted communities that hide in remote locations? 
•Communities that actively participated in shaping the history of the region? 
The Christian sacred heritage in the middle east has been shaped and 
thus constitutes the best witness to two main factors: 
 
•The internal life church  
•The relation of the church with the local authorities, and 
ultimately the world global politics 
 
 
 
Method: Sections through critical historical peaks 
 
 
 
 
A- The weakening of the Ottoman empire and rise of the missionaries 
 
B- Victory of the Allies 
 
C- Modernity? 
III- Peak III – World War I 
A- The vernacular churches 
 
B- The fall of Jerusalem 
 
C- Fall of the Latin states and the Islamic persecution 
II- Peak II - The Crusades 
A- The roman persecution 
 
B- Official religion of the roman empire 
 
C- Fall of the roman empire and the islamic conquest 
I- Peak I - The conversion of Theodose 
I-A- The Roman persecution – The 40 martyrs 
“the disciples were together, with the doors locked for fear” 
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I-B- Christianity official religion of the roman empire –   
“A voice said back to him, "humility shall escape them without more” 
I-B- Christianity official religion of the roman empire –   
Theodosius baptised by St Ambroise 
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I-C- The islamic conquest 
“The dimmis” 
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A- The vernacular churches 
 
B- The fall of Jerusalem 
 
C- Fall of the Latin states and the Islamic persecution 
II- Peak II - The Crusades 
A- The roman persecution 
 
B- Official religion of the roman empire 
 
C- Fall of the roman empire and the islamic conquest 
I- Peak I - The conversion of Theodose 
A- The weakening of the Ottoman empire and rise of the missionaries 
 
B- Victory of the Allies 
 
C- Modernity? 
III- Peak III – World War I 
II-A- Vernacular churches 
“troglodytic development” 
II-B- Fall of Jerusalem 
“The call of Urbain II” 
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A- The weakening of the Ottoman empire and rise of the missionaries 
 
B- Victory of the Allies 
 
C- Building modernity? 
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II- Peak II - The Crusades 
A- The roman persecution 
 
B- Official religion of the roman empire 
 
C- Fall of the roman empire and the islamic conquest 
I- Peak I - The conversion of Theodose 
III-A- Weakening of the Ottoman empire and rise of the missionaries 
“The sick man of Europe” 
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III-C- Building modernity 
“Wake up Saladdin, We came back!” 
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